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 ABOUT FIRSTCUT 2023 
Welcome to FirstCut, one of India’s biggest international festivals of
student films organized by FLAME University, Pune! Set up to provide an
active platform for young filmmakers all over the world, FirstCut
encourages them to explore the medium of film as a potential agent of
change.

As part of the final event of FirstCut on 3rd, 4th, and 5th March,
shortlisted works will be screened for a live audience and an eminent
panel from the film industry. Screenings will be followed by panel
discussions with renowned film personalities as well as interesting
talks.

We believe that freedom is essential for any creative work, and provide
our participants with the complete freedom to choose their own themes
and styles of work. While offering opportunities in fiction as well as
documentary filmmaking, FirstCut also has a unique “Nano” film
category that aims to challenge the students’ creativity to make super
short films.

Winners from each category shall be awarded a cash prize.
Submissions to FirstCut are FREE and do not
require a processing fee. Attending the event is FREE and open
to all interested individuals.



Non-Fiction
5:01 - 20:00 minutes

Nano
00:30 - 5:00 minutes

Fiction
5:01 - 20:00 minutes

Animation
5:01 - 15:00 minutes

COMPETITION CATEGORIES

IMPORTANT:IMPORTANT:
The duration of the filmsThe duration of the films

includes the title and creditincludes the title and credit

scenes.scenes.



A student is allowed to submit only one film in one category
and/or one film each in each category. Submitting a copy of
STUDENT IDENTITY CARDS IS MANDATORY and a necessary
requirement at the time of submission.
All individuals involved in film creation (directors,
cinematographers, editors, scriptwriters, sound designers) who
are pursuing their undergraduate or masters degree or
graduated in the past year are eligible to submit their films to
the festival.
Actors and other crew members involved in the film may be non -
students. There is no restriction on the number of students
participating from an institution.

GENERAL RULES & GUIDELINES



Projection-worthy picture/sound quality is preferred. 
All films, even in English, MUST be subtitled in English. Submissions
without subtitling will not be considered.
While students have complete freedom in selecting a film’s theme,
story, approach, and style, all laws of the land need to be respected
(including those relating to obscenity, defamation, copyright, and
inciting communal disharmony). The final call regarding the content
shall be taken by the jury members. 
In the categories of Fiction, Non-fiction, and Nano, all films completed
on or after 30th January 2022 shall be accepted for competition. For
the Animation Category, all films completed on or after 30th January
2021 (two-year acceptance window) may be submitted.
Films once submitted to FirstCut in the previous years are not eligible
for re-submission.

FirstCut believes that the contents of a film, originality, and innovation are
dimensions of a young person’s film which matter. Therefore, students may

use any camera/technology available to them. 

PRODUCTION GUIDELINES 



All participants must follow the procedure as provided on FirstCut’s
Festhome, WFCN or FilmFreeway page. Make sure you submit the film
ONLY ON ONE PLATFORM. Indian participants can also choose to
submit their films using the google form available on the FirstCut
website. It is mandatory for the films to be submitted as Vimeo or
Youtube links.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 



Ten films from each category will be shortlisted by a panel of film
organizations and screened during the film festival. The jury will
select the winning film from each category during the days of the
event. 

Each awardee will get a certificate and a cash prize*
 
All delegates who will be attending the festival will be provided
hospitality at the venue: food on FLAME campus will be provided.
Please get in touch with us if you would like to know more.

EVENT DAY

*Transaction charges will be deducted
from the cash prizes to International

winning films. 



IMPORTANT DATES

All rights to the films submitted will remain with the filmmakers.
However, FLAME University will reserve rights to use the material with
due credit in any way it deems fit for promoting its activities, including
FirstCut. FirstCut reserves the right to change its rules and regulations at
its sole discretion. The decision of the Jury will be final

Registrations open : 6th October 2022
Last day to Submit : 15th January 2023 
FirstCut Festival Dates :  3rd, 4th, 5th March '23

MISCELLANEOUS



FirstCut is organized by FLAME University, a prestigious institute
offering programs anchored in the concept of liberal education on its
50-acre lush green campus in the Lavale valley near Pune. FLAME
University currently consists of the following schools – FLAME School
of Liberal Education, FLAME School of Business, and FLAME School of
Communication. 
All programs are residential and offer an amazing variety of extra-
curricular activities and sports, supported by state-of-the-art
infrastructure. 

firstcut6.wixsite.com/fc23

ABOUT FLAME UNIVERSITY



FLAME University Campus Address: 
Off Pune-Bangalore Highway, Bavdhan, Pune 411 042 (Coming

from Mumbai, turn right at the end of expressway, cross DSK
Toyota showroom on your left, then first right turn under the
Bavdhan flyover subway, next to Chellaram Diabetes Hospital)

 

FLAME University Mailing Address:
 FLAME University Gat No. 1270, Lavale off Pune Bangalore

Highway Pune 412115 
 

Website: firstcut6.wixsite.com/fc23 
 

You can also write to us at:
firstcut@flame.edu.in 

 

Contact us: 
Shhivika Goel: +91 7016446248, 

Co-Chair FirstCut 2023
 

Ishika Bansal: +91 7982158039, 
Co-Chair FirstCut 2023

 

Head of Registrations: 
Ishita Vora: +91 9980786923

Sanaya Kothari: +91 9830234674
 



Website:
firstcut6.wixsite.com/fc23

Instagram:
@flame_firstcut

 Facebook:
 @flamefirstcut

Twitter:
 @FLAME_FirstCut  

FOLLOW US TO GET
THE LATEST UPDATES!    


